
Adam J. Klein 

Attorney-at-Law 

6 Concourse Parkway 
Suite 2920 
Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

(678) TALK-LAW
(404) 475-3091 (fax)

aklein@adamkleinlaw.com 

May 15, 2015 

W. Charles Smithson

Executive Director, Iowa Public Information Board

Wallace Building, Third Floor

502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, IA 50319

sent via email to charlie.smithson@iowa.gov 

Dear Mr. Smithson, 

Enclosed please find a complaint pursuant to Iowa Code § 23.5(1), et seq., against the Burlington 

Police Department, Des Moines County Attorney, and Iowa Department of Criminal Investigation.  

I have also submitted an abbreviated complaint via the online form on IPIB’s web site. 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Klein 

Attorney at Law 

Law Offices of Adam J. Klein, LLC 
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ADAM KLEIN, 
GABRIEL STEELE, 
G.S., A MINOR (by and through his parent and guardian, Gabriel Steele),  
SEAN SCHOFF, 
K.S., A MINOR (by and through his parent and guardian, Sean Schoff), 
GINA COLBERT, 
Complainants 

v.  

BURLINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
(custodians Doug Beaird and Kristin Eland), 

DES MOINES COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
(custodian Amy Beavers, Des Moines County Attorney), 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 
(custodian Rick Rahn, Special Agent in Charge, Zone 4) 

Respondents 

IOWA PUBLIC INFORMATION BOARD COMPLAINT 

1. 

This complaint is brought before the Iowa Public Information Board pursuant to Iowa 

Code § 23.5(1), et seq., on the grounds that the Respondents have to comply with Chapter 

22 of the Iowa Code, commonly known as the Open Records Act. 

Complainants 

2. 

Autumn Steele, a resident of Burlington, Iowa, was shot and killed by Jesse Hill, a police 

officer employed by the Burlington Police Department, on January 6, 2015.  

3. 

Gabriel Steele is the widower of Autumn Steele and the father and guardian of G.S.; he 

is a resident of Burlington, Iowa. 

4. 

G.S. is the minor child of Autumn Steele; he is a resident of Des Moines County, Iowa 

and is represented in this complaint by his father, Gabriel Steele. 
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5. 

K.S. is the minor child of Autumn Steele; he is a resident of Muscogee County, Georgia 

and is represented in this complaint by his father, Sean Schoff. 

6. 

Sean Schoff is the father and guardian of K.S.; he is a resident of Muscogee County, 

Georgia. 

7. 

Gina Colbert is the mother of Autumn Steele; she is a resident of Muscogee County, 

Georgia. 

8. 

The undersigned Adam Klein is counsel for Sean Schoff and K.S. and was the signatory 

of the Open Records requests which are the subject of this complaint. 

Respondents / Custodians 

9. 

Doug Beaird is the Chief of Police for the Burlington Police Department (hereinafter 

“BPD”), and is a legal custodian of its records pursuant to Iowa Law. 

10. 

Kristin Eland is the Records Supervisor for BPD, and is a legal custodian of its records 

pursuant to Iowa Law.  

11. 

Amy Beavers is the County Attorney for Des Moines County, Iowa (hereinafter 

“DMCA”); she is a legal custodian of its records under Iowa law. 
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12. 

Rick Rahn is a Special Agent of the Iowa Department of Criminal Investigations 

(hereinafter “DCI”) and was the Agent in Charge of DCI’s investigation into Autumn 

Steele’s shooting. Mr. Rahn is a legal custodian of DCI’s records under Iowa law. 

The Autumn Steele Shooting and its Investigation 

13. 

On January 6, 2015, Autumn Steele was shot and killed by Jesse Hill, an on-duty police 

officer employed by the City of Burlington Police Department, outside her home and in 

front of her husband and three-year-old son. 

14. 

The shooting was referred to DCI for investigation; DCI Special Agent Rick Rahn was 

assigned to lead the investigation. 

15. 

Upon completion of its investigation, DCI forwarded the results, including its 

conclusions and all supporting evidence (hereinafter the “DCI Report”), to DMCA. 

16. 

On February 27, 2015, Ms. Beavers issued a press release (hereinafter the “Beavers 

Statement”) stating that she had reviewed the evidence, including the DCI Report, and had 

determined that Ofc. Hill would not be charged with a crime in connection with Autumn 

Steele’s shooting. (A copy of the Beavers Statement is attached hereto as Exhibit 1). 

17. 

In the Beavers Statement, Ms. Beavers informed DCI that “I will return the case file to 

you”, indicating that, at the time the Statement was released, Ms. Beavers was still in 

possession of the DCI Report and other evidence responsive to Complainants’ request.  
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Complainants’ Open Records Requests 

18. 

On February 27, 2015 at approximately 4:40 P.M. (Burlington time), Complainants 

jointly submitted Open Records Requests (hereinafter “Complainants’ Requests”) to 

Respondents for information relating to Autumn Steele’s shooting. 

19. 

Complainants’ requests asked for “all public records relating to the shooting of Autumn 

Steele by Burlington PD Officer Jesse Hill at 104 S Garfield, Burlington, on January 6, 2015 

at approximately 10:25 A.M., its aftermath, and the incident which prompted the officer to 

be dispatched,” as well as an itemized, non-exclusive list of specific records believed to be in 

the possession of each agency. 

20. 

Identical requests were sent to DCI (to custodian Rick Rahn) and DMCA (to custodian 

Amy Beavers). (A copy of the request DCI and DMCA to is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.) 

21. 

The request to DMCA was sent to Ms. Beavers via email (to beaversa@dmcatty.org), fax 

(to 319-753-8219), and U.S. Mail, Certified, return receipt requested (Item No. 7014 1200 

0002 0559 1195). 

22. 

The copy of the request to DMCA sent by certified mail was delivered by the U.S. Post 

Office on March 3, 2015; the copies sent by fax and email were confirmed to have been 

received at the time that they were sent. 

23. 

The request to DCI was sent via email (to dciinfo@dps.state.ia.us) and U.S. Mail, 

Certified, return receipt requested (Item No. 7014 1200 0002 0559 1188). 
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24. 

The copy of the request to DCI sent by certified mail was delivered by the U.S. Post 

Office on March 3, 2015; the copy sent by email was confirmed to have been received at the 

time that it was sent. 

25. 

A separate request was sent to BPD (to custodian Kristin Eland). (A copy of the request 

to BPD is attached hereto as Exhibit 3.) 

26. 

The request to BPD was sent via email (to elandk@burlingtoniowa.org) and U.S. Mail, 

Certified, return receipt requested (Item No. 7014 1200 0002 0559 1171). 

27. 

The copy of the request to BPD sent by certified mail was delivered by the U.S. Post 

Office on March 3, 2015; the copy sent by email was confirmed to have been received at the 

time that it was sent. 

28. 

None of the Respondents adequately responded to Complainants’ Chapter 22 requests. 

DCI’s Response to Complainants’ Request 

29. 

DCI responded to Complainant’s request in an email from Jeffrey Peterzalek, Assistant 

Attorney General, on March 18, 2015 (a copy is attached as Exhibit 4). 

30. 

In response to Complainants’ Request, DCI’s provided a 12-second excerpt from Ofc. 

Hill’s body camera video, a copy of the Beavers Statement (which had already been released 

to the public), and copies of DCI’s press releases regarding the investigation, which had 

previously been published on its website. 
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31. 

This constitutes the entirety of the records produced by DCI in response to 

Complainant’s request; DCI claimed that “other materials would be protected from 

disclosure under Iowa’s open records laws.” 

DMCA’s Response to Complainants’ Request 

32. 

DMCA responded to Complainants’ requests as follows: 

33. 

On March 10, 2015, Ms. Beavers informed the undersigned counsel via email that she 

was in “the process of responding to your request in good faith” by coordinating with DCI 

(a copy of this email has been attached as Exhibit 5). 

34. 

On March 16, 2015, Ms. Beavers informed the undersigned counsel via email that, as 

of March 16, the only records in her possession responsive to the request was the Beavers 

Statement, and that she had sent all other “investigative items in [her] possession … to the 

DCI” (a copy of this email has been attached as Exhibit 6). 

35. 

On March 16, 2015, the undersigned counsel responded to Ms. Beavers, asking when 

the Records had been returned to DCI; to date, DMCA has not provided the date when the 

records were returned or otherwise responded to Complainants’ email. 

BPD’s Response to Complainants’ Request 

36. 

BPD responded in a letter dated March 19, 2015, in which they refused to provide the 

vast majority of the requested records, claiming that they were privileged as peace officers’ 
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investigative reports pursuant to Iowa Code § 22.7(5) (a copy of the BPD letter has been 

attached as Exhibit 7).1 

LEGAL ARGUMENT AND AUTHORITY 

The Confidentiality of Police Investigative Reports Is a Qualified Privilege and  

the Public Interest in This Case Demands Disclosure 

37. 

DCI and BPD have refused to provide the DCI report and other evidence into the 

Steele Shooting on the basis that the records are “peace officers’ investigative reports,” which 

are privileged from disclosure pursuant to Iowa Code § 22.7(5). 

38. 

However, the immunity from disclosure of such reports is not absolute. Iowa Code § 

22.7(5) provides only a qualified privilege; the records are exempt only if “the public interest 

would suffer by disclosure”. Hawk Eye v. Jackson, 521 N.W.2d 750, 754 (Iowa, 1994). 

39. 

Under § 22.7(5), the courts, and this Board, are required to apply a balancing test to 

determine “where the line falls between public harm and public good requires weighing the 

relative merits of the interests at stake.” Id. If the public interest in disclosure outweighs the 

public interest in secrecy, the records must be released. 

40. 

Recent Iowa jurisprudence, arising from Gabrilson v. Flynn, has narrowed the “balancing 

test” requirement in certain cases, and held that many of the exceptions to disclosure 

enumerated in § 22.7 are not subject to such a test. See Gabrilson v. Flynn, 554 N.W.2d 267 

(Iowa, 1996); ACLU v. Atlantic Community School District, 818 N.W.2d 231 (Iowa, 2012).  

                                                        
1 In addition to citation of § 22.7(5), BPD refused to provide some information from Ofc. Hill’s personnel 
file pursuant to Iowa Code 22.7(11); Complainants are not challenging this refusal at this time. 
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41. 

However, Gabrilson and its progeny retain the balancing test requirement for certain 

§ 22.7 exceptions, including the “investigative report” exception expressed in § 22.7(5). 

42. 

In fact, Gabrilson expressly declined to overrule Hawk Eye; instead, it holds that the 

statutory language of § 22.7(5), unlike some other exceptions to the Open Records 

disclosure, “expressly requires” the courts to apply a balancing test and weigh the public 

interest in disclosure: 

There is no indication that the legislature sought a balancing of policy 
interests when construing section 22.7(19), as plaintiff proposes. Cf. Hawk 

Eye v. Jackson, 521 N.W.2d 750, 753 (Iowa 1994) (holding language of 

section 22.7(5) exception expressly requires a three part balancing test). 
-Gabrilson, supra, at 273, citing Hawk Eye, supra. [emphasis added] 

43. 

Despite the Iowa Supreme Court’s holdings in Gabrilson and Atlantic Community School 

District, Hawk Eye continues to be good law, and the balancing test is required to shield 

police investigative reports from disclosure under § 22.7(5). 

44. 

Once a balancing test is applied and the public interest is considered, it is clear that the 

circumstances of this case mandate disclosure. 

45. 

The present case involves nearly identical facts and the same parties as Hawk Eye. In 

Hawk Eye, a Burlington City police officer was accused of excessive force and investigated 

by DCI. The DCI investigation was turned over to the Des Moines County Attorney, who 

declined to bring criminal charges. The involved agencies refused to release the DCI’s 

investigative file, claiming immunity under § 22.7(5), and the Hawk Eye, the Burlington 

newspaper, filed a mandamus action against the County Attorney to compel its release. 
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46. 

The Hawk Eye court held that “the unique facts of this case” strongly mandated 

disclosure, on the grounds that “any public harm created by the disclosure of the DCI 

investigatory report is far outweighed by the public harm accruing from its nondisclosure.” 

Hawk Eye at 754. 

47. 

If anything, the public interest in disclosure in this case is more significant than in Hawk 

Eye. Where Hawk Eye involved mere allegations of injury as a result of police brutality, the 

police actions here resulted in the death of a Burlington citizen. Where Hawk Eye involved 

only press requests, in this case, the city is hiding the truth about Autumn’s death from her 

own family. 

48. 

The public interest in uncovering the truth about Autumn’s shooting, DMCA’s failure 

to charge Ofc. Hill, and his subsequent reinstatement without any discipline by BPD, is 

obvious and compelling. “There can be little doubt that allegations of leniency or cover-up 

with respect to the disciplining of those sworn to enforce the law are matters of great public 

concern.” Hawk Eye at 754. 

49. 

By contrast, the public interest in continued secrecy is nonexistent. The investigation is 

closed. Officer Hill has been reinstated. There are no evident concerns about witness 

confidentiality (the primary eyewitness to the shooting has already identified himself and 

given public testimony at the Animal Control Board hearing). There is no reason to believe 

that the report would contain hearsay, rumor, or libelous content, or any other material 

which would justify Respondents’ continued efforts to conceal the truth. 
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50. 

Respondents have failed even to argue that their actions are is in the public interest; they 

have provided no basis for their refusal besides their own naked self-interest. 

DMCA Claimed No Privilege but Instead Disposed of Responsive Records 

51. 

In contrast to DCI and BPD, DMCA has made no claims regarding privilege or 

confidentiality to accompany its refusal to produce the requested records. 

52. 

Instead, on March 16 (more than two weeks after Complainants’ requests were 

received) Ms. Beavers responded to Complainants’ request by claiming that DMCA was no 

longer in possession of any responsive records because it had sent them to DCI (see Exhibit 

6). 

53. 

However, Ms. Beavers’ response did not indicate when the records had been sent to 

DCI. The relevant question here is not whether DMCA had custody of responsive records 

on March 16, but whether such records were in its custody when the Complainants’ request 

was submitted to DMCA on February 27, 2015, at 4:40 P.M. 

54. 

Although DMCA has not clearly stated when it purged the records from its office, the 

vast weight of the evidence indicates that the purge occurred after Complainants’ request 

was sent and that DMCA was in possession of the DCI Report and other records responsive 

to Complainant’s Request at the time the request was made and received.  

55. 

The evidence that DMCA did possess the records at the time the request was made on 

February 27, 2015 includes: 
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(1) Ms.  Beavers’ public statement (in the form of an open letter to DCI agent 

Matthew George) on February 27, 2015, the day Complainants’ Requests were 

submitted, that she (future tense) “will return the case file” to DCI (see Exhibit 

1).  

(2) Ms. Beavers’ email to undersigned counsel of March 10, 2015, in which she 

stated that she was “the process of responding to your request in good faith” (see 

Exhibit 5). If DMCA had, in fact, sent all copies of responsive records to DCI 

before February 27, no such “process” would be necessary. 

(3) Ms. Beavers’ failure to disclose the date when it had, in fact, returned the records 

to DCI, even in response to the direct requests of undersigned counsel. 

56. 

Even if DMCA had already “returned” the evidence to DCI at the time Complainants’ 

Request was made, it is exceedingly unlikely that DMCA expunged every responsive record 

from its custody. It is almost inevitable that some responsive records, such as copies 

generated by DMCA’s staff in the course of their analysis or emailed documents still 

residing on DMCA’s servers, remained in the possession or control of DMCA. It does not 

appear that Ms. Beavers made any attempt to determine whether any responsive records 

remained in her custody after the file was sent to DCI. 

57. 

A public agency cannot be permitted to evade its legal obligations under Chapter 22 by 

disposing of the requested records by destroying them or sending them to another agency. 

To permit this sort of conduct by public officials would turn the Open Records Act into an 

institutionalized shell game, allowing agencies to indefinitely avoid disclosure by 

transferring records amongst themselves and rendering the law toothless and ineffectual. 

CONCLUSION 

58. 

Iowa law clearly mandates the release of the records in this case. 



 
Iowa Public Information Board Complaint 

Page 12 

 
 

Adam J. Klein 
6 Concourse Parkway 
Suite 2920 
Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

OFFICE (678) 534-2528 
FAX (404) 475-3091 
CELL (404) 429-7981 

 aklein@adamkleinlaw.com 

Prepared by: 

59. 

Since DCI and BPD have asserted the “investigative report” privilege, this Board is 

required by Iowa law to apply the Hawk Eye balancing test and weigh the public interest in 

continued secrecy against the public interest in disclosure. The balance in this case clearly 

tips toward disclosure. 

60. 

DMCA has asserted no privilege or exclusion from disclosure, instead claiming that all 

responsive records were sent to DCI. She has not, however, provided any supporting 

evidence to show that (1) the records had already been sent to DCI at the time 

Complainant’s request was made, or (2) that the records sent to DCI did, in fact, represent 

all copies of the records in her office’s custody. Without such evidence, DMCA has 

demonstrated no legal basis for its willful refusal to comply with Chapter 22. 

61. 

Complainants respectfully request that this Board: 

(1) Conduct an investigation as to the facts and circumstances underlying this 

complaint, and 

(2) Find that the requested records are not exempt from disclosure under Iowa 

Code § 22.7(5), and 

(3) Order Respondents to fully disclose all records responsive to Complainants’ 

request, and 

(4) Find that Respondents willfully failed to comply with Chapter 22, and 

(5) Impose civil fines on Respondents as directed by Chapter 22 and 23, and  

(6) Expedite the proceedings under this complaint as much as possible, and 

(7) Order Respondents to pay Complainants’ reasonable attorneys’ fees in 

connection with this complaint (pursuant to its authority under Iowa Code § 

23.10(3)(b)(3)), and 
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(8) Provide such other relief as the Law may provide. 

Respectfully submitted on this day, May 15, 2015. 

 

    
Adam Klein 
as an aggrieved party and 
as Attorney for Sean Schoff and K.S. 
Georgia Bar No. 425032 

Law Offices of Adam J. Klein 
6 Concourse Parkway 
Suite 2920 
Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

OFFICE (678) 534-2528 
DIRECT (770) 408-1258 
FAX (404) 475-3091 

aklein@adamkleinlaw.com 

Joined by: 

Trent Henkelvig 
Attorney for Gabriel Steele and G.S. 
314 North 4th Street 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 

OFFICE (319) 753-5411 
FAX (866) 255-4581 

TAHenkelvig@iabar.org 

J. Mark Shelnutt 
Attorney for Gina Colbert 
Georgia Bar No. 004020 

1022 Second Avenue 
PO Box 469 
Columbus, Georgia 31901 

OFFICE (706) 324-4343 

jms@shelnuttlaw.com 
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Adam J. Klein 

Attorney-at-Law 

6 Concourse Parkway 
Suite 2920 
Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

(678) TALK-LAW 
(404) 475-3091 (fax) 

aklein@adamkleinlaw.com 

  

February 27, 2015 

SAC Rick Rahn 
Iowa Department of Criminal Investigations, Zone 4 
22365 20th Avenue 
Stockton, Iowa 52769 
via U.S. Mail, Certified, Return Receipt Requested, Item No. 7014 1200 0002 0559 1188 
CC via email to dciinfo@dps.state.ia.us 

Amy Beavers 
Des Moines County Attorney 
201 Jefferson Street Suite 202 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 
via U.S. Mail, Certified, Return Receipt Requested, Item No. 7014 1200 0002 0559 1195 
CC via fax to (319) 753-8219 
CC via email to beaversa@dmcatty.org 

CHAPTER   2 2   PUBL I C   R ECORDS   R EQUEST  

Dear Agent Rahn and Ms. Beavers, 

The following is a request under the Iowa Open Records Law (Iowa Code § 22, et seq.) for copies 

of all public records relating to the shooting of Autumn Steele by Burlington PD Officer Jesse Hill at 

104 S Garfield, Burlington, on January 6, 2015 at approximately 10:25 A.M., its aftermath, and the 

incident which prompted the officer to be dispatched (hereinafter collectively “the Incident”). 

The requesting parties are counsel for Autumn Steele’s husband, mother, and two minor children. 

Pursuant to Iowa Code § 22, et seq., we hereby request copies of any and all public records regarding the 

Incident, including, but not limited to: 

1.� the investigative report of the Iowa Department of Criminal Investigation into the Incident, 

in its entirety, including any and all supporting evidence; 

2.� original or supplemental incident reports, and any other investigative reports; 

3.� audio or video regarding the Incident or the scene, including squad car and body cameras 

from Ofc. Hill and any other responding officers; 

4.� audio recordings or transcripts of communication by law enforcement personnel regarding 

the Incident, including all police radio dispatch; 

5.� reports of any ballistic or forensic investigation into the Incident; 

6.� any photographs relating to or depicting the incident or the scene, or any part thereof; 

7.� the report of Ms. Steele’s autopsy, including any photographs, audio, video, or other 

supplemental evidence; 
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8.� audio or video, as well as transcripts, of any interview of Ofc. Hill, or any other person, 

relating to the Incident; 

9.� records of any investigation into the dog who allegedly attacked Ofc. Hill, including all 

supporting evidence; 

10.�records, photographs, or other documentation of the alleged attack on Ofc. Hill by a dog 

during the Incident, as well as any injuries received by Ofc. Hill; 

11.�the names and contact information for any witnesses to the Incident; 

12.�any written statement provided by witnesses to the Incident; 

13.�any audio or video recording  of any interview with witnesses to the Incident; 

14.�any and all notes, memoranda, or other written records generated in the course of the 

investigation of the Incident;  

15.�any other information regarding the Incident or its investigation within your possession or 

control; 

For each requested item, if there are no such records within your possession or control, please say 

so. If such records exist but you are declining to provide them, please state the legal basis for your failure 

to provide them. 

We are aware that many of the requested records may be in the possession and control of both the 

Iowa Department of Criminal Investigations and the Des Moines County Attorney’s office. Where this 

is the case, we would be happy to coordinate with your agencies to avoid unnecessary duplication of 

efforts. However, the request to each agency is not limited to items generated by that agency; we are 

requesting any records within your physical possession or control, regardless of their source. The Iowa 

public records law “generally permits public access to writings held by [public officers] in their official 

capacities, regardless of origin.” Howard v. Des Moines Register & Tribune Co., 283 N.W.2d 289 (Iowa 

1979), cert. denied, 445 U.S. 904 (1980). Records originating with other agencies may be obtained from 

the “government body currently in physical possession of the public record”. Iowa Code § 22.1. 

Please provide a response to this request within 10 to 20 business days as required by Iowa law. 

The requesting parties can be reached at the following addresses: 

Adam Klein 

Counsel for Kai Schoff (son of Autumn Steele) 

6 Concourse Parkway, Suite 2920 

Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

(770) 408-1258  

(404) 429-7981 (cell) 

aklein@adamkleinlaw.com  



Trent Henkelvig 

Counsel for Gabe and Gunner Steele (husband and son of Autumn Steele) 

405 Trulaine Drive 

Danville, Iowa 52623 

(319) 572-2706  

TAHenkelvig@iabar.org 

J. Mark Shelnutt 

Counsel for Gina Colbert (mother of Autumn Steele) 

1022 Second Avenue 

PO Box 469 

Columbus, Georgia 31901 

(706) 324-4343  

jms@shelnuttlaw.com 

We request that the records be delivered electronically wherever possible by email to Mr. Klein. 

Where electronic records are too large to transmit via email, please contact Mr. Klein to facilitate 

electronic transfer of the files. 

Records which must be delivered physically may be mailed to Mr. Klein or picked up by Mr. 

Henkelvig. For any records which must be physically inspected or picked up, please contact Mr. 

Henkelvig.  

If there is a fee involved in copying or sending the records, or if you have any questions, please 

contact Mr. Klein. Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely,  

Adam Klein 
Attorney at Law 
Law Offices of Adam J. Klein, LLC



Adam J. Klein 

Attorney-at-Law 

6 Concourse Parkway 
Suite 2920 
Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

(678) TALK-LAW 
(404) 475-3091 (fax) 

aklein@adamkleinlaw.com 

  

February 27, 2015 

Kristin Eland, Records Supervisor  
Burlington Police Department 
424 North 3rd Street 
Burlington, Iowa 52601  
via U.S. Mail, Certified, Return Receipt Requested, Item No. 7014 1200 0002 0559 1171 
CC via email to elandk@burlingtoniowa.org 

CHAPTER   2 2   PUBL I C   R ECORDS   R EQUEST  

Dear Ms. Eland, 

The following is a joint request under the Iowa Open Records Law (Iowa Code § 22, et seq.) for 

copies of all public records relating to the shooting of Autumn Steele by Burlington PD Officer Jesse 

Hill at 104 S Garfield, Burlington, on January 6, 2015 at approximately 10:25 A.M., its aftermath, and 

the incident which prompted the officer to be dispatched (hereinafter collectively “the Incident”). 

The requesting parties are counsel for Autumn Steele’s husband, mother, and two minor children. 

Pursuant to Iowa Code § 22, et seq., we hereby request copies of any and all public records regarding the 

Incident, including, but not limited to: 

1.� Ofc. Hill’s complete personnel file; 

2.� Records of any training Ofc. Hill has received; 

3.� Records of any disciplinary history taken against Ofc. Hill at any time; 

4.� Records of any citizen complaints filed against or involving Ofc. Hill; 

5.� Records of any internal affairs investigations regarding or involving Ofc. Hill; 

6.� Records of any internal investigation regarding the Incident or Ofc. Hill’s conduct during 

the Incident; 

7.� Records of any investigation into the dog who allegedly attacked Ofc. Hill, including all 

supporting evidence; 

8.� Records, including photographs, documenting any injuries received by Ofc. Hill during the 

Incident, and/or the treatment of any such injuries; 

9.� Any code of procedure, handbook, memorandum, communication, documentation of 

internal procedure, or document of any sort which identifies or describes proper procedure 

or conduct of Burlington Police Department officers and/or employees, particularly with 

respect to: 

a.� The use of force, including but not limited to deadly force; 

b.� The use of firearms or other weapons; 

P E T I T I O N E R ’ S

E X H I B I T

3
IPIB Complaint - Autumn Steele Shooting



c.� Domestic violence; 

d.� Response to a threat or perceived threat to an animal; 

e.� Officer-involved shootings; 

f.� Providing first aid or other medical care to injured civilians; and 

g.� Communication with dispatch or supervisory personnel by officers in the field 

10.�Dispatch logs, audio recordings transcripts, or any other records of communication by law 
enforcement personnel regarding the Incident, including all police radio dispatch; 

11.�Transcripts or audio recordings of any 911 call, emergency call, or other call to law 

enforcement regarding the Incident. 

12.�All records regarding the vicious animal complaint in October 2014 in which Ofc. Hill 

deployed a taser against a pit bull (see Statement of Amy Beavers, attached, p. 6), including, 

but not limited to: 

a.� the incident report and any and all supplemental reports 

b.� any records of injuries received by Ofc. Hill of treatment thereof 

For each requested item, if there are no such records within your possession or control, please say 

so. If such records exist but you are declining to provide them, please state the legal basis for your failure 

to provide them. 

Please not that this request applies to any record within your possession or control, and is not 

limited to records generated by your agency. The Iowa public records law “generally permits public 

access to writings held by [public officers] in their official capacities, regardless of origin.” Howard v. Des 

Moines Register & Tribune Co., 283 N.W.2d 289 (Iowa 1979), cert. denied, 445 U.S. 904 (1980). 

Records originating with other agencies may be obtained from the “government body currently in 

physical possession of the public record”. Iowa Code § 22.1. 

Please provide a response to this request within 10 to 20 business days as required by Iowa law. 

The requesting parties can be reached at the following addresses: 

Adam Klein 

Counsel for Kai Schoff (son of Autumn Steele) 

6 Concourse Parkway, Suite 2920 

Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

(770) 408-1258  

(404) 429-7981 (cell) 

aklein@adamkleinlaw.com  

Trent Henkelvig 

Counsel for Gabe and Gunner Steele (husband and son of Autumn Steele) 

405 Trulaine Drive 

Danville, Iowa 52623 

(319) 572-2706  

TAHenkelvig@iabar.org 



J. Mark Shelnutt 

Counsel for Gina Colbert (mother of Autumn Steele) 

1022 Second Avenue 

PO Box 469 

Columbus, Georgia 31901 

(706) 324-4343  

jms@shelnuttlaw.com 

We request that the records be delivered electronically wherever possible by email to Mr. Klein. 

Where electronic records are too large to transmit via email, please contact Mr. Klein to facilitate 

electronic transfer of the files. 

Records which must be delivered physically may be mailed to Mr. Klein or picked up by Mr. 

Henkelvig. For any records which must be physically inspected or picked up, please contact Mr. 

Henkelvig.  

If there is a fee involved in copying or sending the records, or if you have any questions, please 

contact Mr. Klein. Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely,  

Adam Klein 
Attorney at Law 
Law Offices of Adam J. Klein, LLC 
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