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Appendix A: Records Request Template 

 

[Date] 

 

[Agency Name] 

[Agency Address] 

[Agency Address] 
 

Re: Public records request regarding automated license plate readers 

 

Dear [Name of Records Supervisor]: 

  

We are students in the Technology Law Clinic at the University of Iowa College of Law. 

Under the Iowa Open Records Statute, Iowa Code ch. 22, we are requesting copies of the 

following public records regarding automated license plate readers (“ALPRs”):  

1. Vendor contracts 

2. Memoranda of understanding 

3. Invoices 

4. Policies regarding ALPR use, access, data retention, and/or data sharing, including 

but not limited to policies related to ALPR and: 

a. Immigration enforcement;  

b. Traffic enforcement; 

c. Permissible and prohibited uses; 

d. Data retention; and 

e. Data access or sharing internal and external to the agency. 

5. ALPR camera inventory lists 

6. ALPR database search logs 

7. ALPR database audit reports or trails 

8. ALPR database transparency portal access 

9. Records of erroneous ALPR hotlist hits† 

10. Job titles of personnel with access to the ALPR database 

11. Records of unauthorized access to the ALPR database 

12. ALPR user manuals, training materials, and similar documents used to educate 

users of ALPRs and the related data systems. 

 

We request a waiver of all fees because the disclosure of the requested information is in the 

public interest and will contribute significantly to the public’s understanding of ALPRs’ use 

in the state of Iowa. Additionally, we are students operating within a legal clinic and this 

 
† “Hotlist hits” refers to lists of known license plates or vehicles of interest that trigger real-time 

alerts to officers when a match is detected. Typically, stolen vehicles or vehicles associated with 

unlawful activities make up these lists. 
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information is relevant for research we are doing as part of our coursework. This 

information is not being sought for commercial purposes. 

 

If our waiver request is denied, please inform us prior to fulfilling the request and provide 

an itemized estimate of reasonable costs, so that we may discuss alternative and more cost-

efficient methods to comply with this request. 

  

The Iowa Open Records Statute requires a response time within ten to twenty business 

days. If access to the records we are requesting will take longer than that, please contact us 

with information about when we might expect copies or the ability to inspect the requested 

records. 

  

If you deny any or all of this request, please cite each specific exemption you feel justifies 

the refusal to release the information and notify us of the appeal procedures available to me 

under the law. 

  

We ask that any questions, responses, or records produced from this request be directed to 

this email: law-legal-clinic@uiowa.edu. 

 

Thank you for considering this request. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

[Student Names] 

law-legal-clinic@uiowa.edu 

319-335-9023 

University of Iowa College of Law 

Technology Law Clinic 

mailto:law-legal-clinic@uiowa.edu
mailto:law-legal-clinic@uiowa.edu

	Executive Summary
	About This Report
	I. Overview of ALPRs
	A. What Do ALPRs Look Like?
	B. How Do ALPRs Work?
	C. Data Sharing

	II. Rapid and Unregulated ALPR Use Puts Iowans at Risk
	A. Why ALPR Usage Is Increasing Across the Country
	B. How ALPRs Are Harming Communities Nationwide
	C. How Rapid ALPR Integration Can Harm Iowans

	III. (In)Adequacies of Existing Protections
	A. Federal Protections
	B. Other States’ Protections and Laws
	C. Iowa’s Protections

	IV. Obtaining and Evaluating Public ALPR Records
	V. Findings About ALPR Use in Iowa
	A. Contracts, Invoices, and Memoranda of Understanding
	B. Policies
	C. Inventory Lists
	D. Search Logs, Audit Logs and Transparency Portals
	E. Erroneous Hotlist Hits and Unauthorized Access
	F. Job Titles Given Access
	G. Training Documents

	VI. Unmet Need for Minimum Statewide Protections
	A. Comprehensive Statewide Legislation
	B. Local Review of Policies and Contracts

	VII. Conclusion
	Appendix A: Records Request Template
	Appendix B: Complete List of Agencies Surveyed in this Report
	Appendix C: Records Obtained from Agencies
	Appendix D: Iowa Agencies Known to Access Flock ALPR Database
	Flock is the largest vendor of ALPRs in Iowa. Law enforcement agencies and others can contract with Flock to put up ALPRs in their locale or they can simply pay to get access to the database and not put up any ALPRs in their area.   Our research foun...
	There is an asterisk (*) next to the communities included that our research confirmed have their own ALPRs. Agencies without an asterisk may or may not have ALPRs.
	Endnotes



