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*Time-sensitive* Re: 12/14 Event Request - Denial
4 messages

Wed, Dec 11, 2024 at 12:48 PM
To: Steen, Adam <adam.steen@iowa.gov>, Capitol Complex, Events <capitol.complex.events@iowa.gov>

Ce: I

Good afternoon, Adam -

I'm reaching back out regarding my questions, and the feedback | requested as this is time-sensitive.

I'd be happy to work with the Capitol Events office and lowa DAS to review the specific items that were considered in the
denial decision, and make changes where applicable.

| have worked with the Capitol Events office in the past to successfully hold an event in compliance with policy, and
confident we can do so again.

Please let me know if you would prefer to schedule a call.

Best regards,

1 - Could you tell us which specific items were not in compliance?
2 - How was the application evaluated? Was it by an individual or a committee?
3 - Is there an appeals process or the option to resubmit with changes?

On Tue, Dec 10,2024, 6:30 PM S o'

Good evening, Adam -

Thank you for taking the time to review our event application. | do have some questions:

1 - Could you tell us which specific items were not in compliance?
2 - How was the application evaluated? Was it by an individual or a committee?
3 - Is there an appeals process or the option to resubmit with changes?

I'm optimistic we can come to an understanding. Looking forward to your feedback.

Best regards,

On Tue, Dec 10, 2024, 6:02 PM Steen, Adam <adam.steen@iowa.gov> wrote:
Good Evening,

Thank you for your patience and your responses to questions regarding your event request for December 14th in the
Capitol Rotunda.

The request for space in the Capitol Rotunda is not approved per Administrative Rule 100.4(5) & pursuant Department
of Administrative Services Memorandum of Understanding, specifically section 5.15, as listed below:
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5.15. Additional Limitation. Because the Capitol Complex is often a destination for children (persons under the age
of eighteen) learning about their State government, visual displays, sounds, and other actions that are harmful to
minors including, but not limited to, obscene materials (as defined in lowa Code section 728.1(5)), and gratuitous
violence or gore are not permitted at the Capitol Complex. “Obscene material” is any material depicting or
describing the genitals, sex acts, masturbation, excretory functions or sadomasochistic abuse which the average
person, taking the material as a whole and applying contemporary community standards with respect to what is
suitable material for minors, would find appeals to the prurient interest and is patently offensive; and the material,
taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, scientific, political or artistic value. “Gratuitous violence or gore” means any
depiction of severe bodily injury or blood, organs, or other bodily fluids, which the average person, taking the
material as a whole and applying contemporary community standards with respect to what is suitable material for
minors, would find appeals to the prurient interest and is patently offensive; and the material, taken as a whole,
lacks serious literary, scientific, political or artistic value.

Thank you,

Adam Steen

Director

lowa Department of Administrative Services
1305 E. Walnut Street, Des Moines, |A 50319
515-720-6176 mobile
adam.steen@iowa.gov

https://das.iowa.gov

|OWA.

Department of
Administrative Services

Steen, Adam <adam.steen@iowa.gov> Wed, Dec 11, 2024 at 3:40 PM
To:

Good afternoon N

The event request is denied as submitted. The cumulative circumstances that occur within the State Capitol building,
including the presence of minors, coupled with the anticipation of costumes with sticks used as weapons on children,
positions the event to be harmful to minors contrary to MOU section 5.15. The evaluation and denial decision rests within
my authority as the DAS Director per Administrative Rule 100.4(5).

This constitutes a final agency action.
Thank you,
Adam

Adam Steen

Director

lowa Department of Administrative Services
1305 E. Walnut Street, Des Moines, IA 50319
515-720-6176 mobile
adam.steen@iowa.gov

https://das.iowa.gov
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Department of
Administrative Services

Wed, Dec 11, 2024 at 3:56 PM
To: Steen, Adam <adam.steen@iowa.gov>

Cc: Capitol Complex, Events <capitol.complex.events@iowa.gov>
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Thank you for your response, Adam.

Regarding MOU section 5.15, our event does not depict or describe genitals, sex acts, masturbation, excretory functions, or
sadomasochistic abuse.

The sticks are a traditional costume component and for appearance only. They were never intended to be used on anyone,
and we never stated that they would be.

If that was the only item in question, then the costume contest can be omitted from the itinerary. | respectfully request that
we be allowed to resubmit our application as such.

Best regards,

[Quoted text hidden]

! |
Thu, Dec 12, 2024 at 7:40 PM

To: Steen, Adam <adam.steen@iowa.gov>

Cc: I Capitol Complex, Events <capitol.complex.events@iowa.gov>

Good evening, Adam -
I'm writing to follow-up on our proposal to proceed with the event without the Krampus costume contest, since that was
the specific item you pointed out.

I would also like to reiterate that none of the items in MOU 5.15 are included in our event. We fully intend for it to be family-
friendly, and planned accordingly.

| believe this to be the most mutually beneficial and mutually respectful way forward, and look forward to our future
collaboration.

Best regards,

[Quoted text hidden]





