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Introduction

One of the great challenges of advocating for civil liberties in the Iowa Legislature is that so many bills 
impact our basic rights. During the 2017 and 2018 legislative sessions, the ACLU of Iowa filed formal 
declarations of support or opposition on more than 300 bills.  

After all, civil liberties encompasses so much: free speech, open government, LGBTQ rights, privacy,  
reproductive freedom and abortion rights, religious freedom, separation of church and state, immi-
grants’ rights, racial justice, women’s rights, disability rights, due process, mass incarceration, voting 
rights, and more.   

This report and scorecard doesn't cover all of the bills on which the ACLU worked. Instead, we focused 
on just a handful that represent a range of civil liberties issues and can serve as a good indicator of a 
legislator’s commitment to some of our most basic freedoms and rights. We further refined our choices 
by including only those bills that received a floor vote in the Iowa House or Senate. 

It’s also important to note that the bills cover both the 2017 and 2018 legislative sessions, which  
together constitute the 86th General Assembly of Iowa.  

Traditionally, we have issued a report and scorecard like this after the conclusion of each Iowa General 
Assembly—every two years. Our goal is for voters and legislators alike to see at a glance how elected 
representatives impacted our core freedoms and rights, and to hold those elected officials accountable. 

We hope after reviewing this scorecard, you spread the word. See page 14 for a listing of ideas for 
doing just that.

Meanwhile, thank you for educating yourself on these issues. And thank you for your support of civil 
liberties. Working together, we can make our state a more free and just place.

working together, 
we CAn mAKe oUr 
StAte A more free 
And jUSt plACe 
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About the Scorecard

The votes selected for this Report and Scorecard are a sample of the hundreds of bills debated in the 87th General 
Assembly and the 115th U.S. Congress. The votes included here were selected because they represent distinct 
and important civil liberties issues. They do not include every issue or bill with civil liberties implications. 
Furthermore, numerous civil liberties issues are resolved in the legislative committee process; many  
amendments do not have record roll call votes, and bills may die and never come up for a vote. In cases where 
more than one vote occurs on a particular bill, we have chosen the vote that we think presents the civil liberties 
issue most clearly.

When a legislator was absent for a vote—but later filed an official explanation in the official House or Senate  
journal of how they would have voted, were they present—we record the legislator’s vote as absent. However, 
where a legislator indicates in the official journal that s/he accidentally voted not as s/he intended (by hitting the 
wrong button), we have credited her/him with the vote the legislator intended.

When a legislator was absent for a given vote, that vote is not taken into account in her/his civil liberties score. 
A legislator’s score is calculated based on the total number of votes that are consistent with the ACLU of Iowa’s 
position as a percentage of the total votes for which that the legislator was present.

All legislators are listed in alphabetical order. 

Symbols Used in Voting Record 

A vote in line in favor of the ACLU of Iowa's position.

A vote contrary to the ACLU of Iowa's position.

Lawmaker did not vote or was absent.

+

-

a
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Guide to Selected Votes

1. 20-Week Abortion Ban: SF 471 (Reproductive Freedom) 

• Bans abortions after 20 weeks.
•  Passed House 55-42 on April 5 2017; passed Senate 30-20 on April 18, 2017; signed by 

Governor Branstad on May 5, 2017.
• ACLU of Iowa OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

2.  6-Week Abortion Ban: SF 359 (Reproductive Freedom) 

•  Bans abortions after about 6 weeks; also called the fetal heartbeat bill.
•  Passed House 51-46 on May 1, 2018; passed Senate 29-17 on May 1, 2018; signed by 

Governor Reynolds on May 4, 2018.
• ACLU of Iowa OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

3.  Sanctuary Cities Ban: SF 481 (Immigrants’ Rights & Due Process) 

•  Requires localities to honor Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detainer 
requests and hold a person in jail, without a warrant or approval of a judge, past the 
date the person would normally be held.

•  Passed House 55-45 on April 3, 2018; Passed Senate 28-18 on April 4, 2018; signed by 
Governor Reynolds on April 10, 2018.

• ACLU of Iowa OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

4. “Stand Your Ground”: HF 517 (Racial Justice & Due Process) 

•  The ACLU of Iowa took a position only on the “stand your ground” provision of this 
large bill that covered a number of firearms issues.

•  The “stand your ground” provision allows a person to use deadly force on another 
whenever the person feels in danger. The person may use deadly force even if the 
person is wrong in their belief about the danger they face. 

•  Passed Senate 33-17 on April 4, 2017; passed House 57-36 on April 6, 2017; signed by 
Governor Branstad on April 13, 2017.

• ACLU of Iowa OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.
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5.   Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform: SF 446 (Due Process &  
Government Transparency)

•  Requires that a person be charged and convicted of a crime before law enforcement 
may seize amounts of $5,000 or less.

• Requires law enforcement to keep records of the assets they seize.
•  Raises the standard of proof in civil forfeiture cases closer to standard required in 

criminal cases.
•  Passed Senate 49-0 on March 28, 2017; passed House 95-1 on April 10, 2017; signed by 

Governor Branstad on May 9, 2017. 
• ACLU of Iowa SUPPORTED. A vote FOR is a +. 

6.  Bans Cities From Discriminating in Housing Based on Family 
Status: HF 134 (Discrimination)

•  Bans cities from adopting or enforcing discriminatory housing ordinances that 
dictate how many people can live in a rental unit based on the government’s definition 
of family.

•  Passed House 65-31 on March 15, 2017; passed Senate 43-6 on April 11, 2017; signed 
by Governor Branstad on April 21, 2017.

• ACLU of Iowa SUPPORTED. A vote FOR is a +.

7. Voter ID: HF 516 (Voting Rights)  

• Requires voters to show ID in order to vote.
•  Requires poll workers, without proper training or expertise, to match voters signature 

on their ID and their signature on the voting roll. 
•  Passed House 56-40 on April 10, 2017; passed Senate 28-21 on April 13, 2017; signed 

by Governor Branstad on May 5, 2017. 
• ACLU of Iowa OPPOSSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

8.  Critical Infrastructure Sabotage: SF 2235 (Criminal  
 Justice Reform)

•  Created new crime of “critical infrastructure sabotage” with severe, disproportional 
penalty of class “B” felony (up to 25 year jail sentence) and $85,000 - $100,000 fine.

•  Passed House 69-31 on March 27, 2018; passed Senate 35-13 on April 3, 2018; signed 
by Governor Reynolds on April 17, 2018.

• ACLU of Iowa OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.
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Iowa Senate: Selected Votes

naMe partY coUntY score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Allen D Jasper 57% + a + - + a + -

AnDerson r Woodbury 40% - a a - + + - a

behn r boone 29% - - - - + + - -

bertrAnD r Woodbury 25% - - - - + + a -

bisignAno D Polk 100% + a + + + + + +

bolkcom D Johnson 88% + + + + + - + +

boulton D Polk 100% + + + + + + + +

boWmAn D Jackson 71% + + a - + + + -

breitbAch r clayton 25% - - - - + + - -

broWn r mitchell 25% - - - - + + - -

cArlin r Woodbury 0% a - - a a a a -

chAPmAn r Dallas 25% - - - - + + - -

chelgren r Wapello 25% - - - - + + - -

costello r mills 25% - - - - + + - -

DAnielson D black hawk 88% + + + + + + + -

DAWson r Pottawattamie 29% - - - - + + - a

Dix r butler 40% - a a - + + - a

Dotzler D black hawk 100% + + + + + + + +

DVorskY D Johnson 86% + + a + + - + +

eDler r marshall 25% - - - - + + - -

feenstrA r sioux 25% - - - - + + - -

gArrett r Warren 25% - - - - + + - -

greene r Des moines 25% - - - - + + - -

1. 20-Week Abortion Ban: SF 471

2.   Approximately 6-Week Abortion Ban: SF 359

3. Sanctuary Cities Ban: SF 481

4. “Stand Your Ground”: HF 517

5. Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform: SF 446

6.  Bans Cities From Discriminating in Housing 
Based on Family Status: HF 134

7. Voter ID: HF 516

8.       Critical Infrastructure Sabotage: SF 2235
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naMe partY coUntY score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

guth r hancock 25% - - - - + + - -

hArt D clinton 88% + + + + + + + -

hogg D linn 88% + + + + + - + +

horn D linn 75% + + + - + + + -

Jochum D Dubuque 100% + + + + + + + +

Johnson, c r buchanan 25% - - - - + + - -

Johnson, D no Party osceola 75% - - + + + + + +

kAPuciAn r benton 25% - - - - + + - -

kinneY D Johnson 75% + + + + + - + -

krAAY-
enbrink

r Webster 25% - - - - + + - -

lofgren r muscatine 25% - - - - + + - -

lYkAm D scott 100% + + + + + + + +

mAthis D linn 75% + + + + + - + -

mccoY D Polk 100% + + + + + + + +

Petersen D Polk 100% + + + + + + + +

quirmbAch D story 88% + + + + + - + +

rAgAn D cerro gordo 88% + + + + + + + -

rozenboom r mahaska 14% - - - - a + - -

schneiDer r Dallas 25% - - - - + + - -

schultz r crawford 25% - - - - + + - -

segebArt r crawford 25% - - - - + + - -

shiPleY r Adams 25% - - - - + + - -

sinclAir r Wayne 25% - - - - + + - -

smith r scott 25% - - - - + + - -

sWeeneY r hardin 0% a - a a a a a a

tAYlor D henry 83% + a a - + + + +

WhitVer r Polk 25% - - - - + + - -

zAun r Polk 25% - - - - + + - -

zumbAch r Delaware 29% - a - - + + - -
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Iowa House of Representatives: Selected Votes

1. 20-Week Abortion Ban: SF 471

2.   Approximately 6-Week Abortion Ban: SF 359

3. Sanctuary Cities Ban: SF 481

4. “Stand Your Ground”: HF 517

5. Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform: SF 446

6.  Bans Cities From Discriminating in Housing 
Based on Family Status: HF 134

7. Voter ID: HF 516

8.       Critical Infrastructure Sabotage: SF 2235

naMe partY coUntY score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

AbDul-sAmAD D Polk 88% + + + + + - + +

AnDerson D Polk 100% + + + + + + + +

bAcon r story 29% - a - - + + - -

bAltimore r boone 38% - + - - + + - -

bAuDler r Adair 14% - a - - - + - -

bAxter r hancock 25% - - - - + + - -

beAringer D fayette 75% + + + - + + + -

bennett D linn 88% + + + + + - + +

bergAn r Winneshiek 50% - - + + + + - -

best r carroll 25% - - - - + + - -

blooming-
DAle

r Worth 50% a + - a a + a -

bossmAn r Woodbury 0% a - - a a a a -

breckenriDge D Jasper 75% + + + + + - + -

broWn- 
PoWers

D black hawk 88% + + + + + - + +

cArlin r Woodbury 50% - a a a + + - a

cArlson r muscatine 25% - - - - + + - -

cohoon D Des moines 88% + + + + + - + +

coWnie r Polk 25% - - - - + + - -

DeYoe r story 25% - - - - + + - -

Dolecheck r ringgold 25% - - - - + + - -

finkenAuer D Dubuque 88% + + + + + - + +

fisher r tama 13% - - - - + - - -

forbes D Polk 75% + + + - + + + -
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naMe partY coUntY score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

forristAll r Pottawattamie a a a a a a a a

frY r clarke 25% - - - - + + - -

gAines D Polk 86% + a + + + - + +

gAskill D Wapello 75% + + + + + - + -

gAssmAn r Winnebago 29% a - - - + + - -

grAssleY r butler 25% - - - - + + - -

gustAfson r madison 25% - - - - + + - -

hAgenoW r Polk 25% - - - - + + - -

hAger r Allamakee 13% - - - - + - - -

hAll D Woodbury 88% + + + + + + + -

hAnson D Jefferson 100% + a a a a + a a

hAnusA r Pottawattamie 25% - - - - + + - -

heArtsill r marion 25% - - - - + + - -

heAton r henry 50% - - + + + + - -

heDDens D story 88% + + + + + - + +

hein r Jones 38% - + - - + + - -

highfill r Polk 25% - - - - + + - -

hinson r linn 25% - - - - + + - -

holt r crawford 25% - - - - + + - -

holz r Plymouth 25% - - - - + + - -

hunter D Polk 88% + + + + + - + +

husemAn r cherokee 25% - - - - + + - -

isenhArt D Dubuque 88% + + + + + - + +

JAcobsen r Pottawattamie 0% a - - a a a a -

JAcobY D Johnson 100% + + + + + a + +

Jones r clay 38% - - + - + + - -

kAcenA D Woodbury 63% + + + - + - + -

kAufmAnn r cedar 25% - - - - + + - -

keArns D lee 86% + + + a + - + +

kerr r louisa 25% - - - - + + - -

klein r Washington 17% - - - - a + a -

koester r Polk 43% - - + a + + - -

kressig D black hawk 75% + + + + + - + -

kurth D scott 88% + + + + + - + +

lAnDon r Polk 25% - - - - + + - -

lensing D Johnson 88% + + + + + - + +

lunDgren r Dubuque 25% - - - - + + - -

mAscher D Johnson 88% + + + + + - + +

mAxWell r Poweshiek 50% + + - - + + - -

mcconkeY D Pottawattamie 75% + + - + + + + -

mckeAn r Jones 38% - + - - + + - -

meYer D Polk 88% + + + + + - + +
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naMe partY coUntY score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

miller, h. D Webster 88% + + + + + - + +

miller, P. D Jefferson 67% a + + a a a a -

mohr r scott 25% - - - - + + - -

mommsen r clinton 13% - - - - + - - -

moore r Jackson 25% - - - - + + - -

nielsen D Johnson 88% + + + + + - + +

nunn r Polk 25% - - - - + + - -

olDson D Polk 100% + + + + + a + +

olson D Polk 100% + + + + + + + +

ourth D Warren 75% + + + - + + + -

PAustiAn r scott 29% a - - - + + - -

Pettengill r benton 25% - - - - + + - -

PrichArD D floyd 100% + + + + + a + +

rizer r linn 25% - - - - + + - -

rogers r black hawk 25% - - - - + + - -

running- 
mArquArDt

D linn 86% + + + a + - + +

sAlmon r black hawk 25% - - - - + + - -

sexton r calhoun 25% - - - - + + - -

sheets r Appanoose 13% - - - - + - - -

sieck r mills 25% - - - - + + - -

smith, m. D marshall 88% + + + + + + + -

smith, r. D black hawk 88% + + + + + - + +

stAeD D linn 88% + + + + + - + +

steckmAn D cerro gordo 100% + + + + + + + +

tAYlor, r. r Dallas 25% - - - - + + - -

tAYlor, t. D linn 88% + + + + + - + +

theDe D scott 88% + + + + + - + +

uPmeYer r cerro gordo 25% - - - - + + - -

VAnDer 
linDen

r mahaska 25% - - - - + + - -

WAtts r Dallas 25% - - - - + + - -

Wessel- 
kroeschell

D story 88% + + + + + - + +

Wheeler r sioux 25% - - - - + + - -

Wills r Dickinson 25% - - - - + + - -

Winckler D scott 88% + + + + + - + +

WinDschitl r harrison 25% - - - - + + - -

Wolfe D clinton 100% + + + + + + + +

WorthAn r buena Vista 38% - - + - + + - -

zumbAch r linn 50% - + - - + + - +
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United States Senate: Selected Votes

For a full description of bills, visit https://www.aclu.org/other/legislative-scorecard-2018

naMe partY state score 1 2 3 4

ernst r iowa 0% - - - -

grAssleY r iowa 0% - - - -

1.  Joint Resolution disapproving overturning 2014 Fair 
Pay and Safe Workplace executive order, which requires 
federal agencies to contract only with companies that 
comply with workplace safety laws, sexual harassment 
laws, anti-discrimination laws and minimum wage and 
overtime laws.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

2.  Senate Vote to pass pre-viability abortion ban.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

3.  Senate Vote on Toomey Anti-Sanctuary Cities 
Amendment.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

4.  Senate Vote on Grassley Amendment that would, 
among other things, expand mandatory detention of 
immigrants, undermine people’s fundamental due  
process rights and U.S. treaty obligations, and  
encourage racial profiling and surveillance of  
entire communities.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.
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United States House: Selected Votes

1.  House Vote to make abortion coverage restrictions 
permanent.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

2.     Joint Resolution disapproving overturning 
2014 Fair Pay and Safe Workplace executive 
order, which requires federal agencies to 
contract only with companies that comply with 
workplace safety laws, sexual harassment 
laws, anti-discrimination laws and minimum 
wage and overtime laws.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

3.  House Vote to Pass the “Thin Blue Line Act." 
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

4.  House Vote to pass the “Probation Officers 
Protection Act of 2017."  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

5.  House Vote to pass the “No Sanctuary for 
Criminals” Act.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

6.  House Vote to pass “Kate’s Law." 
 ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

7.  Amendment to bar transgender members of the 
Armed Forces and military dependents from 
receiving appropriate and medically necessary 
health care.  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

8.  House Vote on “Criminal Alien Gang  
Removal Act.”  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

9.  House Vote to pass “Pain Capable Unborn 
Child Protection Act.”  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

10.  Amendment to reform Section 702 of the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).
ACLU SUPPORTED. A vote FOR is a +.

11.  House Vote to Pass the “Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act.”  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

12.  House Vote to Pass the “Citizens’ Right to 
Know Act of 2018.”  
ACLU OPPOSED. A vote AGAINST is a +.

13.  House Vote to pass the “Protect and Serve 
Act.” ACLU OPPOSED.  
A vote AGAINST is a +.

naMe partY district score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

blum r iowa 1st 8% - - - - - - - - - + - - -

king r iowa 4th 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - -

loebsAck D iowa 2nd 85% + + + + + + + + + - + + -

Young r iowa 3rd 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - -



take 
action

wHAt YoU CAn do

1. Contact your federal and state representatives 
and senators. 

2.  Thank them for a good voting record, express 
concern for a problematic record, or ask them to 
explain their position on issues you care about. 

        Find contact information for your state legislators 
        at https://bit.ly/1f8ToF6

       Find contact information for your U.S. senators  
       and representative at www.usa.gov/elected-officials

     Bonus points: If you do so, please let us know that 
you did so and how it went! Email us at 
outreach@aclu-ia.org. 

3.   Write a letter to the editor. Elected officials pay 
attention to constituent concerns!  

4.  Sign up for ACLU of Iowa action alerts at  
www.aclu-ia.org.

5.  Join the social media conversation! Like the 
ACLUofIowa on Twitter or Follow the ACLU of 
Iowa on Facebook! 

aboUt Us
Founded in 1935, the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Iowa (until 2005, known as the Iowa Civil 
Liberties Union) is the nation’s fifth-oldest state 
affiliate of the national American Civil Liberties 
Union. The ACLU of Iowa is a nonprofit  
membership organization that promotes and 
defends the values reflected in the Bill of Rights 
through public advocacy and outreach, lobbying, 
and litigation.

The ACLU of Iowa is nonpartisan organization 
that does not endorse or oppose candidates and 
does not contribute money to political campaigns. 
It relies solely upon the force of its arguments and 
the voices of its members to promote civil liberties 
in the state and federal legislatures.

As a private organization, the ACLU of Iowa is 
funded entirely with membership dues and  
donations – it receives no government funding.

Support us by going to www.aclu-ia.org! 


